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Edexcel and BTEC qualif icat ions are awarded by Pearson, the UK’s largest  awarding 
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languages, we have built  an internat ional reputat ion for  our commitment  to high 
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Gen er al  com m en t s 

 

The standard of work presented this year by candidates was broadly comparable 

to last  year although there was a decrease in the ent ry figure.  

 

All candidates answered the required three quest ions with few rubr ic errors. I t  

was noted that  the majority of candidates had been well prepared for the 

examinat ion. The highest  scoring candidates were the ones who answered 

quest ions 1, 2 and 6.  There was a good level of accuracy and relevant  detail 

produced with genuine at tempts at  explanat ion in candidates’ answers. However 

there were a large number of candidates who produced descript ive answers, 

especially with response to quest ions 3 and 7 that  failed to explain the 

cont r ibut ion of importance of the given factors. There was also a m inor ity of 

candidates who produce weak answers displaying a lim ited amount  of knowledge 

who were clearly unprepared for this exam inat ion. 

 

Qu est ion  1  

 

This was a popular quest ion but  some candidates st ruggled to score highly. The 

quest ion focussed on the cont r ibut ions of Muhammad Bin Qasim  to the social,  

cultural and religious life of the subcont inent . Most  candidates were able to 

describe the factors but  could go lit t le further in explaining how these factors 

cont r ibuted to the life in the subcont inent . As a result  a large number of 

candidates were unable to score more than half marks since explanat ion was 

required for the higher level marks. However there were some excellent  answers 

that  demonst rated that  good planning could bring just  rewards in high marks by 

focussing on the demands of the quest ion. 

 

Qu est ion  2  

 

This quest ion on the extent  to which the greased cart r idge incident  was the most  

important  reason for the War of I ndependence brought  some excellent  answers 

and most  candidates scored very well with clear ly stated knowledge. However it  

is important  to note that  the quest ion does expect  candidates to explain the role 

of the various factors in causing the War, rather than merely describe them. 

There were small numbers of candidates that  at tempted to explain why the war 

failed and as a result  these failed to score any or few marks. 

 

Qu est ion  3  

 

This quest ion was popular and many candidates knew much about  the three 

factors stated. However most  candidates were unable to explain the importance 

of these factors and as a result  many only scored half marks or less. I t  is 

important  that  Cent res ensure that  candidates fully understand the importance of 

how each quest ion is phrased and that  they make every at tempt  to answer the 

quest ion as set .  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Qu est ion  4  

 

This was also a popular quest ion that  considered the importance of two 

indiv iduals whose cont r ibut ions to the Pakistan Movement  were important . Again 

most  candidates knew their facts on this topic and wrote extensively on I qbal 

and Ali. However narrat ive answers tended to be at  the forefront  of such answers 

and as a result  there tended to be few very high scoring answers apart  from 

those candidates who were able to use their considerable knowledge to explain 

each other’s importance.  

 

Qu est ion  5  

 

This was also a very popular quest ion that  required candidates explain the 

success and failure of the solv ing the problems of Part it ion during 1947 and 

1948. Most  candidates were in possession of sound knowledge of both the 

problems and solut ions concerning Part it ion. However for very many candidates, 

ta mark within level 3 could only be achieved since the vast  majority were only 

able to ident ify successes.  

 

Qu est ion  6  

 

This was a popular quest ion and was at tempted by many candidates. Depth of 

knowledge was sound and many candidates were able to show how important  a 

var iety factors were in creat ing Bangladesh in 1975.   

 

Qu est ion  7  

 

This quest ion was popular to some candidates but  there were few good answers 

on Zia’s domest ic policies. Answers tended to be largely descr ipt ive with a large 

concent rat ion on the process of I slam isat ion. There was lit t le at tempt  to explain 

answers and candidates in the main described as many domest ic reforms as they 

knew. 

 

Qu est ion  8  

 

This was a popular quest ion that  required candidates to explain how successful 

Pakistan’s relat ionship has been with the USA. Answers to this kind of quest ion 

often tend to be a narrat ive of events since 1947 in chronological order and this 

year was no except ion. However it  is fair to say that  in the m idst  of lots of 

descript ion there were some genuine at tempts to explain successes and failures 

and these candidates achieved just  reward for their efforts. 

 

 



Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com/ iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 

 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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